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Jayme of Aragon, who was titular Archbishop of
Granada. He was defeated and made prisoner, and
there was a great struggle between the Africans and
Andalusians, each of whom wanted to secure him for
their own chief, until Aben Nazir, a kinsman of Mo-
hammed, rode up, crying : " Shall true Believers slay
one another for an Infidel dog," transfixed the unfortu-
nate prelate with his spear, and cut off his hand.
This was the grief that broke the stout heart of his
father.
Alfonso X. had hurried home from Lyons to collect
his troops, but on the way he was detained by the
illness and death of his eldest son, Fernando, called
de la Cerda, or, of the bristle, because he had been
born with a hairy chest. Though only twenty-one, lie
had been two years married to a daughter of St. Louis,
and left two infant sons. In the meantime the
Biscayan fleet had come round to the Mediterranean,
and the Beni Merinys, not wishing to have their retreat
cut off, came to terms with Alfonso, and peace was
restored. Three years later, however, Alfonso tried to
take Algesiras, which was still held by the African
Moors, but was defeated. Though not unjustly called
a! Sabto, or the wise, Alfonso was one of those men
whose very talents injure them; and his vacillations
as to whether his crown should be left to his infant -
grandson or to his eldest surviving son, Sancho, led to
a great revolt. Alfonso, by beheading his own brother,
Don Fadrique, and causing a powerful and popular
noble to be burnt alive, alienated almost all his vassals,
among them Mohammed of Granada, and after seek-
ing in vain the aid of the Kings of Aragon, Portugal,
and France, entreated that of the Emir of Morocco,

